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Australia’s Offense of “Intentional False Dealing with Accounting Documents”
(Criminal Code Act 1995, Section 490.1, Effective March 1, 2016)
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Penalties for Individuals
• Imprisonment for not more than 10 years; and/or
• Fine of not more than 10,000 penalty units

Penalty for Corporations
The greatest of the following:
• 100,000 penalty units
• 3 times the value of the benefit; or
• 10% of the annual turnover for 12 months concluding 

at end of month in which the conduct constituting the 
offense occurred

Core Substantive Conduct
1) Makes, alters, destroys, or conceals an accounting document?
2) Fails to make or alter an accounting document that person is under a legal 

duty (under law of Commonwealth, State, or Territory, or at common law)  
to make or alter?

Intent
With specific intent or recklessly, did, or attempted to, facilitate, conceal, or 
disguise the occurrence of one or more of the following:
• Receipt of benefit not legitimately due to the person
• Giving of benefit not legitimately due to recipient or intended recipient
• Receipt by another person of benefit not legitimately due to the other person
• Giving of benefit by another person that is not legitimately due to the recipient, 

or intended recipient, of the benefit (who may be the first-mentioned person)
• Loss to another person that is not legitimately incurred by that other person

Person’s act or omission:
• Occurs in a Territory; 
• Occurs outside Australia; 
• Concerns matters or things outside Australia; or 
• Facilitates or conceals the commission of an offence 

against a law of the Commonwealth?

The accounting document is:
• Outside Australia;
• In a Territory;
• Kept under, or for the purposes of, a law of the 

Commonwealth; or
• Kept to record the receipt or use of Australian currency?

Jurisdiction - Threshold Criteria
The “Person” is [jurisdiction established if one or more apply]:
• A constitutional corporation or corporation incorporated in a Territory?
• An officer or employee of a constitutional corporation was acting in the 

performance of his or her duties or the carrying out of his or her functions?
• Engaged to provide services to a constitutional corporation and acting in the 

course of providing those services?
• A Commonwealth public official acting in the performance of his or her duties 

or the carrying out of his or her functions?
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